Digging Deeper Study 
Matthew-God’s Kingdom Comes: The King’s Kingdom
A Glimpse of the King’s Glory (Matthew 17:1-23)
Week of March 1, 2026

	

















NIV
Matthew 17:1-8
After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.


















9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”
10 The disciples asked him, “Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?”
11 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. 12 But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but have done to him everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the Baptist.

















22 When they came together in Galilee, he said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. 23 They will kill him, and on the third day he will be raised to life.” And the disciples were filled with grief.














Go back to vs 5…
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”

	“In essentials, unity; (1 Corinthians 12:12-13)
in non-essentials, liberty; (Romans 14:1)
in all things, charity.” (John 13:34)

Theme: Jesus reveals His glory not to give us a permanent mountaintop experience, but to teach us to listen to Him in the valley. The Transfiguration shows us who He truly is — the eternal King — and His descent into the valley shows us how He walks with us in confusion, suffering, and sacrifice. The glory on the mountain and the glory of the cross are not opposites; they are one story.

Quote:  The glory revealed on the mountain becomes His presence in the valley, and love revealed on the cross.”


Part 1
Jesus pulls back the curtain and lets the disciples see His true nature — not borrowed glory like Moses, but His own eternal radiance. The Father’s command is simple and central: “Listen to Him.”




























Where in your life right now do you most need a fresh glimpse of Jesus’ glory?  Psalm 27:4; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Hebrews 1:1–3

Why do you think God emphasized listening over looking?  Deuteronomy 6:4–6; John 10:27; James 1:22–25

What does the presence of Moses and Elijah teach us about Jesus as the fulfillment of the entire story of God?  Luke 24:25–27; Hebrews 3:1–6; Romans 10:4

How have mountaintop moments shaped your faith, and why do they never last?  Exodus 34:29–35; 2 Peter 1:16–18; Mark 9:2–8


Part 2
The disciples descend from glory into confusion. They have questions. They don’t understand the timing. They wrestle with prophecy. Jesus meets them in their uncertainty.


















Where do you feel the tension between what you know about Jesus and what you see in your circumstances?  Psalm 13; Habakkuk 1:2–5; John 16:12–13

Why is it significant that Jesus tells them not to speak of the Transfiguration until after the resurrection?  Mark 9:9–10; John 2:18–22; 1 Corinthians 2:7–10

What keeps us from recognizing God’s work when it comes in quiet, humble, or unexpected ways — like John the Baptist?  1 Kings 19:11–13; Isaiah 53:1–3; Matthew 11:7–15

What questions are you currently bringing to Jesus as you walk down your own “valley path”?  Psalm 62:8; James 1:5; Philippians 4:6–7


Part 3
The disciples saw the shining face of Jesus, but they could not yet grasp that the same glory would shine from the cross.






Why is it so hard for us — like the disciples — to accept that the path to glory goes through suffering?  Isaiah 53:4–6; John 12:23–26; 1 Peter 4:12–13

How does the Transfiguration help you trust Jesus when the valley feels dark or confusing?  Psalm 23:4; Romans 8:18–30; 2 Corinthians 4:16–18

What does it reveal about Jesus that He predicts His death and His resurrection — yet the disciples only hear the grief?  Luke 24:1–12; John 20:19–29; Romans 15:13

Where do you need resurrection hope to reshape your expectations of what following Jesus looks like?  Philippians 3:10–14; 1 Peter 1:3–9; Revelation 21:1–5

Part 4
The Father’s command is the heartbeat of the passage and the sermon:






What voices compete with Jesus’ voice in your daily life?  John 8:47; Romans 12:1–2; Psalm 1:1–3

What practices help you cultivate a listening posture toward Jesus?  Psalm 119:9–16; John 15:1–7; Colossians 3:15–17

How does listening to Jesus reshape your fears, your decisions, or your expectations?  Isaiah 30:21; Matthew 11:28–30; Proverbs 3:5–6

Where is Jesus inviting you to trust Him even though you don’t yet understand the whole story?  Hebrews 11:1; Mark 9:24; Psalm 37:3–7


Only if you have time…
Living the Glory in the valley…
The disciples saw the King’s glory on the mountain, but they learned to trust Him in the valley. That is where most of our transformation happens.

How does remembering Jesus’ glory help you endure the valley you’re in right now?  2 Corinthians 1:8–10; Romans 5:1–5; Psalm 46

What does it look like to carry His light into ordinary routines, responsibilities, and relationships?  Matthew 5:14–16; Philippians 2:14–16; 1 John 1:5–7

Where is Jesus calling you to surrender, not strive and to trust, not control? Luke 9:23–24; Galatians 2:20; Romans 8:1–11

Concluding Questions:
Which part of the passage, the mountain, the valley, or the prediction of the cross, speaks most directly to your life this week?

What is one concrete way you will “listen to the King” in the coming days?




